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Academic qualifications and positions 

1982-85  The Queen’s College, Oxford: BA (Hons), Oriental Studies (Egyptology with 
Coptic); Distinction in Preliminary exams (1983), 1st in Final exams (1985).  
British Academy grant; Florence Heale Scholarship, Queens; College and Faculty 
awards for Prelims and Finals. 

1985-88  The Queen’s College, Oxford: D.Phil., Tale of the Eloquent Peasant: A Text Edition 
and Commentary.  
British Academy scholarship; Barns Studentship. 

1988-89  Teaching Fellow of the Oriental Institute, Oxford. 
1989-91 Special Assistant in epigraphy, Department of Egyptian Antiquities, The British 

Museum. 
1990-1991 Lady Wallis Budge Junior Research Fellow, University College, Oxford. 
1992-  Assistant Keeper, Department of Ancient Egypt and Sudan, The British Museum. 

(promotion to Band 4 in 1999; promotion and regrading in 2006). 
1993-1998 Editor, Journal of Egyptian Archaeology. 
2006  Honorary doctorate, New Bulgarian University. 
2006  Visiting lecturer, Göttingen. 
2007-  Visiting lecturer, Köln. 
 
 
University teaching and examining 
1987-92,  
1995-96 Oriental Faculty, Oxford:  
  undergraduate and graduate text classes (Old, Middle and Late Egyptian, Coptic); 

language teaching (Middle Egyptian);  
  hieratic;  
  lecture series on Egyptian art, culture and history; museum classes;  
  MPhil. supervision;  
  admissions process. 
1995-98 External Examiner for Egyptology, University of Liverpool. 
1995-98 External Examiner for Egyptology, University of Oxford; M.Phil. supervisor. 
1999-2004 D.Phil. supervisor, University of Oxford 
2003-5 External examiner for Egyptology, University of Oxford. 
2004-  Middle Egyptian text classes, University of Oxford (one text class each year) 
2004-5  Co-organiser and lecturer at the ‘Interpretations of Egypt Residential Summer 

School’ [a widening participation initiative run jointly by University College 
London and The British Museum]. 



 
 
2

2005-  MPhil and DPhil supervisor, University of Oxford. 
2006  Invited lectures at Köln 
2006  Seminar series ‘HieratischeTextlektüre’, Göttingen (28 hrs) 
2006-  Thesis co-supervisor, Sorbonne, Ann Arbor  
2007-  Seminar series ‘HieratischeTextlektüre’, Köln (28 hrs) 
2008  Course consultant for Open University course on Nebamun wall-paintings 
 
 
 
 
Present post 

Assistant Keeper (curator),  
Department of Ancient Egypt and Sudan, The British Museum. 
 
Responsibilities: 
The research, display and care of the collections (including storage and publication), especially 
papyri, hieratic and hieroglyphic texts, inscribed materials including the Rosetta Stone, the 
Nebamun wall-paintings, archival material. Courier trips curating artefacts on national and 
international loans.  
 Education and access liaison (school and university levels); disability access liaison; 
filming and media liaison; Study Room management (academic and general enquiries, visitors); 
work experience placements, intern and volunteer programme.  
 Editorial consultant and commissioner of BM catalogues of hieratic papyri, ostraca, and 
funerary papyri including: R. J. Demarée, Ramesside Ostraca (2003); J. J. Janssen, Grain 
Transport in The Ramesside Period (2004); G. Lapp, The Papyrus of !ebseni (2005); R. J. 
Demarée, The Bankes Papyri (2006); F. Herbin, Late Religious Texts I (2009); D. Franke, Middle 
Kingdom Stelae I.1 (in preparation). 
 Departmental line manager for academic colleague, graphics officer, archivist, and 
executive officer. 
  
Specific Projects: 
1999-2000 Curator and project leader, Cracking Codes: The Rosetta Stone and Decipherment 

(Rosetta Stone bicentenary exhibition). 
2001-2 Lead curator and project leader for Gallery 61, Understanding Egyptian Culture 

(opened 2002). 
2001-9 Lead curator and project leader for the Nebamun wall-painting project and new 

gallery (opened 2009). 
2001-3 Departmental curator for The Enlightenment Gallery project (opened 2003). 
2003-  Coordinator of ongoing international project on the Ramesseum Papyri (with the 

Oriental Faculty, Oxford University). 
2003-4 Lead curator and project leader for Rosetta Stone redisplay (opened 2004). 
2006-7 Egyptian curator for East Stairs display (opened 2007) 
 
 
Invited lectures and papers to various bodies, including university seminars, international 

conferences and colloquia at 
Abertawe, Ann Arbor, Basel, Bath, Birmingham, Bonn, Bristol, Brooklyn, Cambridge, Chicago, 
Cologne, Durham, Glasgow, Göttingen, Hay on Wye, Leipzig, Liverpool, London, Los Angeles, 
Mainz, Montepulciano, Munich, Münster, New York, Oxford, Paris, Philadelphia, Sofia, 
Stanford, Toledo, Turin, Yale. 
 
Other presentations 



 
 
3

Gallery talks and lectures at the British Museum; public lectures elsewhere; lecturing and 
guiding on The British Museum Traveller trips to Leiden, Amsterdam, Paris, Florence, Rome, 
Turin, Cairo, Luxor and Aswan; guest lecturer on Bales Worldwide Nile cruises; organiser of 
recitals of Ancient Egyptian texts in London, Toledo, Brooklyn. 
 
Media appearances and interviews on programmes for BBC television and radio, Bulgarian TV, 
Channel 4, CNN, and National Geographic; including Designs of Our Lives (BBC), Sex BC 
(Channel 4), People of the British Museum (Radio 4), What the Past Did for Us (BBC), Front 
Row (Radio 4), In Our Time (Radio 4), The Museum (BBC). 
 
 
Publications  
Books and monographs: 
1991 The Tale of the Eloquent Peasant. Oxford: Griffith Institute. 
 Reprint: 2006. 
—– Voices from Ancient Egypt: An Anthology of Middle Kingdom Writings. London: British 

Museum Press; Norman: University of Oklahoma Press. 
Reprint: 2004. 

1993 With M. Bierbrier (epigrapher): Hieroglyphic Texts 12. London: British Museum Press 
1994 British Museum Colouring Book of Ancient Egypt London: British Museum Press. 
1995 With S. Quirke: Papyrus. Egyptian Bookshelf; London: British Museum Press. 
1997 The Tale of Sinuhe and other Ancient Egyptian Poems 1940-1640 BC. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 
Awarded the British-Kuwait Friendship Society Literary Award by the British Society for 
Middle Eastern Studies: 1998. 
Issued as Oxford World Classics: 1999. 

—– consultant and illustrator: Meredith Hooper, The Tomb of !ebamun. Cambridge Reading; 
Cambridge University Press. 

1998 epigrapher: M. Collier and B. Manley, How to Read Egyptian Hieroglyphs. London: 
British Museum Press.  

1999 Cracking Codes: The Rosetta Stone and Decipherment. London: British Museum Press; 
University of California Press. 

2000 Consultant and illustrator: Meredith Hooper, Who Built the Pyramid? Walker Books. 
2002 Poetry and Culture in Middle Kingdom Egypt: A Dark Side to Perfection (Athlone 

Egyptology and Ancient Near Eastern Studies; London and New York: Continuum Press).  
2003 Pocket Guide to Egyptian Hieroglyphs. London: British Museum Press; New York: Barnes 

and Noble. 
2005 The Rosetta Stone (British Museum Objects in Focus series; British Museum Press) 
____ With John Nunn (translators), The Tale of Peter Rabbit: Hieroglyph Edition (British 

Museum Press). 
2008  The Painted Tomb-Chapel of !ebamun (London and Cairo: British Museum Press and 

American University in Cairo Press). 
____ illustrator and consultant; M. Hooper, The Tomb of !ebamun: Explore an Ancient 

Egyptian Tomb (London: British Museum Press) 
2009 Reading Ancient Egyptian Poetry: Among Other Histories (Wiley-Blackwell). 
 
 
Articles (excluding reviews): 
1991 ‘Teachings, Discourses and Tales from the Middle Kingdom’ in S. Quirke (ed), Middle 

Kingdom Studies, 91-122. New Malden: SIA. 
—– ‘Images of Death: Interpreting the “Dialogue between a Man and his Ba”’ in Sixth 

International Congress of Egyptology: Abstracts of Papers, 318-9. Turin: Organizing 
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Secretariat. 
1992 ‘The Date of the “Tale of the Eloquent Peasant”’. Revue d’Egyptologie 42, 167-77. 
—– ‘Literary Form and the Tale of the Eloquent Peasant’. Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 

78, 163-78. 
—– With S. Quirke: ‘The Coffin of Prince Herunefer and the Early History of the Book of the 

Dead’, in A. B. Lloyd (ed.), Studies in Pharaonic Religion and Society in Honour of J. 
Gwyn Griffiths, 37-51. London: Egypt Exploration Society. 

—– With S. Quirke: ‘An Egyptian Bronze Figure: The Goddess Wadjyt from the King 
Bequest’. !ational Art Collections Fund Review. 

—– Sections on texts in S. Quirke and A. J. Spencer (ed.), The British Museum Book of 
Ancient Egypt. London: British Museum Press. Re-issued 2007. 

1993 ‘Niankhkhnum and Khnumhotep: Lovers or Twins?’. KMT 4.3, 3. 
—– with Louise Schofield: ‘Akhenaten’s Army?’, Egyptian Archaeology 3, 34-35. 
1994 with Louise Schofield: ‘Of Helmets and Heretics: A Possible Egyptian Representation of 

Mycenean Warriors on a Papyrus from el-Amarna’. BSA 89, 157-70. 
1995 ‘“Homosexual” Desire and Middle Kingdom Literature’. Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 

81, 57-76. 
—– with Louise Schofield: ‘Painted Manuscripts from el-Amarna (EA 74100-74102)’ in W. V. 

Davies and L. Schofield (ed.), Egypt, the Aegean and the Levant, 125-6. London: British 
Museum Press. 

1996 ‘Individual and Society in Middle Kingdom Literature’ in A. Loprieno (ed.), Ancient 
Egyptian Literature: History and Forms, 137-55. PdÄ 10; Leiden: Brill. 

—– ‘Types of Literature in the Middle Kingdom’ in A. Loprieno (ed.), Ancient Egyptian 
Literature: History and Forms, 297-312. PdÄ 10; Leiden: Brill. 

—– ‘Khakheperreseneb and Traditional Belles Lettres’ in P. Der Manuelian (ed.), Studies in 
Honour of William Kelly Simpson, II, 646-54. Boston: Museum of Fine Arts. 

—– ‘On a Proposed Survival of the “Lebensmüder” into the Christian Era’. Chronique 
d’Egypte 71 (fasc. 142), 389-92. 

1997 ‘The Text of Khakheperreseneb: New Readings of British Museum EA 5645, and an 
Unpublished Ostracon’. Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 83, 55-68. 

—– ‘A Re-identified Fragment from the Tomb of Ibi (TT 36)’. Journal of Egyptian 
Archaeology 83, 222-3. 

—– with John Baines: ‘An Old Kingdom Record of an Oracle? Sinai Inscription 13’ in J. van 
Dijk (ed.), Essays on Ancient Egypt in Honour of Herman Te Velde, 9-27. Egyptological 
Memoirs 1; Groningen: Styx Publications. 

1998 with Louise Schofield: ‘A Painted Papyrus from Amarna’ in J. Phillips (ed.), Ancient 
Egypt, the Aegean, and the !ear East: Studies in Honour of Martha Rhoads Bell, 401-6. 
Austin: Van Siclen Books. 

1999 ‘Reading Ancient Egypt’. British Museum Magazine 34, 12-15. 
—– ‘The Dream and the Knot: Contextualizing Middle Kingdom Literature’ in G. Moers (ed.), 

Definitely: Egyptian Literature. Proceedings of the Symposium “Ancient Egyptian 
Literature: History and Forms” Los Angeles, March 24-26, 1995, 63-82. Lingua Aegyptia 
Series Monographica 2. 

—– ‘Two New “Literary” Texts on a Second Intermediate Period Papyrus? A Preliminary 
Account of P. BM EA 10475’ in J. Assmann and E. Blumenthal (ed.), Literatur und Politik 
im pharaonischen und ptolemäischen Ägypten: Vorträge der Tagung zum Gedanken an 
Georges Posener 5.-10. September 1996 in Leipzig, 177-96. BdE 127.

—– ‘Two or Three Literary Artefacts: EA 41650/47896, and 22878-9’ in W. V. Davies (ed.), 
Studies in Egyptian Antiquities: A Tribute to T. G. H. James 49-57. British Museum 
Occasional Paper 123; London: British Museum Press. 

2000 ‘Sinuhe Speaks Again’. Egyptian Archaeology 16, 44. 
—– ‘Imposing Words: The Entrapment of Language’ in A. Gnirs (ed.), Reading the Eloquent 
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Peasant: Proceedings of the International Conference Held at the University of 
California, Los Angeles, March 27B30, 1997, 27-51. LingAeg 8. 

—– ‘The Teaching of King Amenemhat I at el-Amarna: EA 57458 and 57479’ in A. Leahy and 
J. Tait (ed.), Studies on Ancient Egypt in Honour of H. S. Smith, 221-6. Occasional 
Publications 13; London: Egypt Exploration Society. 

2001 ‘Eloquent Peasant’ in D. B. Redford (ed.), The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt I, 
469-70. New York: Oxford University Press. 

—– ‘Hordjedef’ in D. B. Redford (ed.), The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt II, 124. 
New York: Oxford University Press. 

—– ‘Ipuur’ in D. B. Redford (ed.), The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt II, 182. New 
York: Oxford University Press. 

—– ‘Papyrus Westcar’ in D. B. Redford (ed.), The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt III, 
24-5. Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press. 

—– ‘Sinuhe’ in D. B. Redford (ed.), The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt III, 292. New 
York: Oxford University Press. 

—– with Eric Miller: ‘Reflections on a Gilded Eye in “Fowling in the Marshes” (British 
Museum EA 37977)’ in W. V. Davies (ed.), Colour and Painting in Ancient Egypt, 49-52. 
London: British Museum Press. 

—– ‘Curator’s Choice’. Archaeology Odyssey Nov/Dec 2001, 12. 
2003 ‘The Missing Beginning of The Dialogue of a Man and His Ba: P. Amherst III and the 

History of the “Berlin Library”’. ZÄS 130, 120-33. 
—– ‘Textes ou poèmes? Quelques perspectives nouvelles sur les texts littéraires du Moyen 

Empire’. EAO 31, 41-52. 
—– ‘Ancient Egyptian Beauty’ [Report on Nebamun research project]. British Museum 

Magazine 45, 15-17. 
—– ‘Ancient Egypt, c.3000-c.30 BC’ in M. J. Cohen and John Major (ed.), History in 

Quotations: Reflecting 5000 years of World History, 7-15. London: Cassel. 
—– with Patricia Usick: ‘A Note on the “Berlin Library” and The British Museum’. GM 197, 

93-7. 
2004 ‘The History of a Poem: Middle Kingdom Literary Manuscripts and Their Reception’ in G. 

Burkard et al. (ed.), Kon-Texte: Akten des Symposiums “Spurensuche – Altägypten im 
Spiegel seiner Texte” München 2. bis 4. Mai 2003, 51-63. ÄAT 60. 

___ ‘The Discourse of the Fowler: Papyrus Butler verso (P. BM EA 10274)’. JEA 90, 81-111. 
2005  ‘An Egyptian Feast’ [Report on Nebamun research project]. British Museum Magazine 53, 

11. 
___ ‘Among the Temples of Millions of Years’ in Euphemia MacTavish, Made in Egypt, 59-

62 (art exhibition catalogue); Canterbury: E.L. C. MacTavish. 
2006, ‘“No One is Free From Enemies”: Voicing Opposition in Literary Discourse’, in H. Felber 

(ed.), Feinde und Ausführer: Konzepte von Gegnerschaft in ägyptischer Texten besonders 
des Mittleren Reiches, 11-31. Abhandlungen der Sächsischen Akademie der 
Wissenschaften zu Leipzog, Philolgisch-historische Klasses 78.5. Leipzig: S. Hirzel.  

___  ‘Sinuhe’s Dreaming(s): The Texts and Meanings of a Simile’ in K. Szpakowska (ed.), 
Through a Glass Darkly: Magic, Dreams, and Prophecy in Ancient Egypt, 145-73. 
Swansea: The Classical Press of Wales. 

2007 ‘Une cantilène de Pantaour: Marguerite Yourcenar and Middle Kingdom Literature’ in T. 
Schneider and K. Szpakowska (ed.), Egyptian Stories: A British Egyptological Tribute to 
Alan B. Lloyd, on the Occasion of his Retirement, 301–8. AOAT 347. 

___  with Detlef Franke: ‘A Song for Sarenput: Texts from Qubbet el-Hawa Tomb 36’, in Z. A. 
 Hawass and J. Richards (ed.), The Archaeology and Art of Ancient Egypt: Essays in 
Honor of David B. O’Connor II, 219-235. CASAE 36; Cairo: Conseil Suprême des 
Antiquités. 

___ with R. J. Demarée: ‘The Text of Khakheperreseneb: An Addendum’. JEA 93,270. 
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2008 ‘“Boasting about Hardness”: Constructions of Middle Kingdom Masculinity’ in C. 
Graves-Brown (ed.), ‘Don Your Wig for a Happy Hour’: Sex and Gender in Ancient 
Egypt, 115–42. Swansea: Classical Press of Wales.  

___ with Patricia Usick: ‘The History of the Nebamun Wall-paintings: An Archival 
Investigation’ in Middleton A. and Uprichard, K.A. (ed.), The !ebamun Wall Paintings: 
Conservation, Scientific Analysis and Display at the British Museum,5–15. London: 
Archetype Publications. 
 

 
Reviews in: 

Antiquity; Discussions in Egyptology; Journal of Egyptian Archaeology; Times Higher 
Education Supplement. 
 

 
Illustrative and other work: 

Illustrator and epigrapher for various British Museum exhibitions, British Museum Press 
books, British Museum Company replicas and Egypt-related products (including pencils, 
pencil cases, T-shirts, scarves, bags etc); props for various TV documentaries; script 
consultant for various TV documentaries. 
 

 
Summary/blurb 

R. B. Parkinson was trained at Oxford, and after holding a teaching position and a junior 
research fellowship there, he joined the Department of Ancient Egypt and Sudan, where 
he has worked ever since. His responsibilities include the care and publication of the 
collection of papyri and of hieratic and hieroglyphic texts, Departmental epigraphy and 
archives, and the educational aspects of the Department’s running, including the 
volunteer and intern program and the Study Room. He continues to teach and to 
supervise students internationally. Specific projects have included the bicentenary 
exhibition on the Rosetta Stone (1999),  its new permanent display (2004), and a new 
gallery on Ancient Egyptian Life and Death centred round the wall-paintings from the 
tomb-chapel of Nebamun (2009). His personal research interests centre around literary 
theory and the history of sexuality, and he is widely regarded as an international 
authority on Middle Kingdom poetry; current research concerns a new study of the 
Ramesseum papyri and the role of museums in developing a ‘material philology’ for the 
analysis of Ancient Egyptian expressive culture. 


